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| By Grace ye are ſaved through Faith. 
1. \ LL the Bleflings which God has beſtowed upon 


Man are of his mere Grace, Bounty or Fa- 
vour : His Free, undeſerved Favour ; Favour 


3 "7 altogether undeſerved ; Man having no Claim to theleaſt 


of his Mercies. It was Free Grace that formed Man of 
the Dat of the Ground, and breathed into him a living Soul, 
and ſtamped on that Sorl the Image of God, and put al 


Dings under his Feet. The ſame Free Grace continues 


to us, at this Day, Life and Breath, and all Things. For 


there is nothing we are, or have, or do, which can de- 


ſerve the leaſt Thing at God's Hand. All our Works thou, 


O God, haſt wrought in us. Theſe, therefore, are ſo many 
| _ more Inſtances of Free Merey: And u h itever Righteoui- 


neſs may be found in Man, this is alſo the Gift of God. 
2. Wherewithal thenſhall a finful Man atone for any the 


leaſt of his Sins? With his own Works? No. Were they 
ever ſo many or ſo holy, they are not his own, but God's, 
7 But indeed they are all Unholy and Sinful themſelves, ſo 
| <thatevery one of them needs a freſh "Atonement. | 
corrupt Fruit grows on a corrupt Tree. And his Heart 
is altogether corrupt and abominable ; being come ſoort of, 


the Glory of God, the glorious Righteouſneſs at firſt im- 


: pon on his Soul, aiter the Image of his Great Creator, 


Therefore, having nothi 


Works to plead, his Mouth is utterly ſtopt before God. 


Por his Unſpeakable Gift! and thus it is. Herein GOD 
ecommenteth his Lor toward 1g, in that white eve vere 

Jet Sinners, Chriſt died to ſave us. By Grace then are je 
ſaved through Faith, Grace is the Source, Faith the 


3. If then ſinful Man ſind Favour with God, it is Grace 
pon Grace. If Gon vouchſafe ſtill to pour freſh Bleſſings 
upon us, yea, the greateſt of all Bleflings, Salvation ; 
what can we ſay to theſe Things, but Thanks be unto GOD 


Condition, of Salvation. 


1 Now, that we fall not ſhort of the Grace of Gov: it 1 
3 concerns us carefully to enquire, e | 


thing, neither Righteouſneſs nor 


(3) 

I. What Faith it is through which we are ſaved 7. 
II. What is the Salvation which is through Faith? 
III. How we may anſwer ſome Objectionss. 
I. What Faith it is through which we are ſaved? 
1. And firſt, it is not barely the Faith of a Heathen. 
Now Gov required of a Heathen to believe, That GOD 
#s ; that he is a Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him; 


and that he is to be ſought by glorihhing him as GOD, by 
giving him Thanks for all Things; and by a careful Prac- 
_ tice of Moral Virtue, of Juſtice, Mercy and Truth to- 


ward their Fellow Creatures. A Greek or Roman theres 


fore, yea a Scythien or In lian, was without Excuſe if he 


did not believe thus much, the Being and Attributes of 
Gov, a future State of Reward and Puniſhment, and 
the obligatory Nature of Moral Virtue. For this is 
barely the Faith of a Heathen. TE 

2. Nor, 2dly, Is it the Faith ofa Devil, though this goes 
mach further than that of a Heathen. For the Devilbe- 


lieves, not only, that there is a wiſe and powerful Gop, 


Gracious to reward, and Juſt to puniſh, but alſo that Is us 


is the Son of Gov, the CHRIST, the Saviour of the 


World. So we find him declaring, in expreſs Terms, 


Lule iv. 34. J knoxw thee, who thoa art, the Holy One of 


GOD. Nor can we doubt but that unhappy Spirit be- 
lieves all thoſe Words, which came out of the Mouth of 
the Holy One; yea, and whatſoever elſe was written by 
thoſe Holy Men of old; of two of whom he was com- Þþ 
pell'd to give that glorious Teſtimony, Theſe Men are the | 


Servants of the maſt high GOD, who ſhew unto you the Way 


of Salvation, Thus much then the great Enemy of Gop 


and Man believes, and trembles in believing, That GOD . l 
was made manifeſt in the Fleſh, That he will gread all 


Enemies under his Feet, and that all Scripture was given by Þ 
Tnſdiration of GOD. Thus far goeth the Faith of a Devil. 

3. Thirdly, The Faith through which we are ſaved, Þ} 
in that Senſe of the Word which will hereafter be ex- 


_ plained, is not barely that which the 4po/es themſelves 
had while CHRIST was yet upon Earth; tho” they fo 
believed on him then as to /zaws all and follow him. They 


had then Power to work Miracles, to heal all manner of | 


„ 

Sickneſs, and all manner of Diſeaſe ; yea, they had then 
Power and Authority over all Devils. And which is be- 
vond all this, they were ſent by their Maſter to preach the 
Kingdom oof GOD. Yet after their Return from doing 
all theſe mighty Works, their Lord himſelf terms them, 
A faithleſs Generation, (Luke ix. 41.) and tells them, They 
could not caſt out a Devil becauſe of their Unbelizf. 

4. What Faith is it then through which we are ſaved ? 
It may be anſwered, firſt, in general, It is a Faith in 
CHRIST; CurrsT, and Gop through CHRIST, are the 
proper Object of it. Herein therefore, it is ſufficiently, 
abſolutely, diſtinguiſhed from the Faith either of Antient 
or Modern Heathens. And from the Faith of a Devil, it 
is fully diftinguiſh'd by this, It is not barely a Speculative, 
Rational Thing, a cold, lifeleſs Aſſent, a Train of Ideas 
in the Head; but alſo a Diſpoſition of the Heart. For 
- thas faith the Scripture, W7th the Heart, Man believeth 
unte Righteouſneſs. And, 1F thou ſhalt confeſs with thy 
Mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe with thy Heart, 
rlut GOD hath raiſed him from the Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. 
5. And herein does it differ from that Faith which the 
Apoſtles themſelves had while our Lord was on Earth, that 
it acknowledges the Neceſſity and Merit of his Death, 
and the Power of his Reſurrection. It acknowledges his 
Death as the ſufficient, the only ſufficient Means of re- 
E deeming Man from Death Eternal; and his Reſurrection 
nas the Reſtoration of us all to Life and Immortality: In- 
aſmuch as he aves delivered for our Sims, and roſe again for 
our Fuflification. Chriſtian Faith is then, not only an Aſ- 
ſent to the whole Goſpel of CHRIST, but allo a full 
Reliance on the Blood of Cu RISTH, a Truſt to the Me- 
rits of his Life, Death, and Reſurrection; a Recumbency 
upon him as our Atonement and our Life; as given for 
un, and /ivinginus. It is a ſure Confidence which a Man 
hath in Gop, that through the Merits of .CuR1sT. his 
Sins are forgiven, and he reconciled to the Favour of 
Go; and in conſequence hereof, a cloſing with him, 
and cleaving to him, as our Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanc- 
tifcation, Redemption, or in one Word, our Salvation. 


II. What 


(3) 1 
II. What Salvation it is, which is through this Faith, 
is the ſecond Thing to be conſidered. 4 
1. And firſt, Whatſoever elſe it imply, it is a preſent 
Salvation. It is ſomething attainable, yea, actually at- 
tained on Earth, by thoſe who are Partakers of this Faith. 
For thus ſaith the Apoſtle to the Believers at Epheſus, and 
in them to the Believers of all Ages, not ye ſhall be 
(though that alſo is true) but ye * through Faith. 
2. Ye are ſaved (to comprize all in one Word) from 
Sin. This is the Salvation which is through Faith. 
This is that great Salvation foretold by the Angel, be- 
fore Gop brought his firſt begotten into the World, Thou 
Halt call his Name FESUS, for he ſhall ſave his People 
from their Sins, And neither here, nor in other Parts of 
_ Holy Writ, is there any Limitation or Reſtriction. All 
| his People, or, as it is elſewhere expreſs d, all that believe 
in him, he will ſave from all their Sins; from Original 
and Actual, Paſt and Preſent Sin, of the Fleſh and of the 
Spirit. Through Faith that is in him, they are ſaved 
both from the (Guilt and from the Power of it. 
- 3. Firſt from the Guilt of all paſt Sin. For whereas 
all the World is guilty. before GOD ; inſomuch that ſhould 
he be extreme to mark what is done amiſs, there is none 
that could abide it: And whereas by the Law is only the 
Knowledge of Sin, but no Deliverance from it; ſo that 
by fulfilling the Deeds of the Law, no Fleſh can be juſti- 
fed in his Sight : Now the Righteouſneſs of GOD, which 
is by Faith of FESUS CHRIST, is mampfefted unto all 
that believe. Now they are juſtified freely by his Grace, 
through the Redemption that is in FESUS CHRIST. 
Him God bath jet forth to be a Propitiation through 
Faith in his Blood; To declare his Righteouſneſs for (or 
by) the Remiſſion of the Sins that are paſt. Now hath 
CHRIST taken away the Curſe, of the Law, being made a 
Curſe for us. He hath blotted out the Hand. auriting that 
was againſt us, taking it out of the Way, nailing it to 
his Crojs. There is therefore no Condemnation now, to 
them which believe in CHRIS IE uss. 
4. And being ſaved from Guilt, they are ſaved from 
Fear. Not indeed from a * Fear of affending; but 


from 


LI 
from all ſervile Fear, from that Fear aubich hath Tor- 
ment, from Fear of Puniſhment, from Fear of the Wrath 


of Gop ; whom they now no longer regard as a ſevere 
_ Maſter, but as an iudulgent Father. They have not re- 


ceived again the Spirit of Bondage; but the Spirit of 
Adoption, whereby they cry, Abba, Father : The Spirit it- 
elf alſo bearing Witneſs with their Spirits, that they are 
the Children of GOD. They are alſo ſaved from the 


Fear, though not from the Poſſibility, of falling away 


from the Grace of Gop, and coming ſhort of the great 
and precious Promiſes : They are ſealed avith the Holy 


Spirit of Promiſe, which is the Earneſt of their Inheritance. 
(Eph. i. 13.) Thus have they Peace with GOD through . 
our Lord FESUS CHRIST. They rejoice in hope of the . 
Glory of GOD. And the Love of GOD is ſbed abroad 


in their Hearts, through the Holy Ghoſt, which is given 
unto them. And hereby they are perſuaded (tho perhaps 
not at all Times, nor with the ſame Fulneſs of Per- 
ſuaſion) that neither Death nor Life, nor Things preſent, 
nor Things to come, nor Heigbib nor Depth, nor ary other 
Creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate them from the Love of 
GOD, which is in CHRIST FESUS our Lord, 


5. Again, through this Faith they are ſaved from the 
Power of Sin, as well as from the Guilt of it. Indeed the. 
Infetion of Nature doth remain for a Time: which hath in 
ztſelf the Nature of Sin. For it is @ coming ſhort of the 
Gl2ry of GOD. And St. John accordingly declares, not 


only, That if a Man ſay he hath not ſinned, he maketh GOD 
a Liar; but alſo, F we ſay ave have no Sin now remain- 
ing, we deceive ourſelves. Many Infirmities likewiſe do 


remain, whereby we are daily ſubject to what are called 
Sins of Infirmity. And doubtleſs. they are in ſome 


Senſe Sins, as being Tranſgrelſions of the perfect Law : 


And with regard to theſe, it may be ſaid of us, all our 
Lives, that in many Things we are all. But this not- 


withſtanding, the ſame Apoſtle declares, Ye know that he 


aba manifeſted, to take aauay our Sins. And in him is no Sin. 
Whoſoever abideth in bim, finneth not. (Chap. iii. 5, &c.) 
Again, Little Children, let no Man deceive you. — He that 
committeth Sin, is of the Devil. -Whoſoever * 7s 


III. The firſt uſual Objection to this is, 


"CJ: 


born of GOD. — And whoſoever is vorn of GOD doth not 


commit Sin, for his Seed remaineth in him: And he cannot: 
fin, becauſe he is born of GOD. Once more, We know , : 
that whatſoever is born of GOD finneib not: But he that , 


is begotten of GOD, keefeth himſelf, and that wicked one 
toucheth him not, Chap. v. 18. 5 99 

6. He that is by Faith born of Gopy, ſinneth not, 1. 
By any habitual Sin : For all habitual Sin, is Sin Reign- 
ing. But Sin cannot reign in any that believeth. - Nor, 
2. By any wilful Sin, for his Will, while he abideth in the: 


Faith, is utterly ſet againſt all Sin, and abhorreth it as 


deadly Poiſon. Nor, 3. By any ſinful Defire ; for he con- 
tinually deſireth the Holy and Perfect Will of God ; and 
any Tendency to an Unholy Deſire, he by the Grace of 
Gop ſtifleth in the Birth. Nor, 4. Doth he fin by Infir- 


mities, whether in Act, Word or Thought. For his Infir- 
mities have no Concurrence of his Will; and without 


This they are not properly Sins. Thus, He that is born of + 
GOD hath Sin in him, but doth not commit Sin. And tho? 
he cannot ſay, He hath not ſinned, yet now, he ſinnetb not. 


7. This then is the Salvation which is through Faith, f 


even in the preſent World: A Salvation from Sin, and 
the Conſequence of Sin, both often expreſs'd in the Word 


Juſtifcation; which, taken in the largeſt Senſe, implies, 


A Deliverance from Guilt and Puniſhment, by the A- 
tonement of Cu R Is r actually applied to the Soul of the 
Sinner now believing on him, and a Deliverance from the 


whole Body of Sin through CuR18 r gradually rn 


in his Heart. So that he who is thus juſtified or ſaved ö 
by Faith, is indeed born again. He is born again of the. | 


Spirit unto a new Life, which is hid with Chriſt in 1 
GOD. He is a new Creature: Old Things are paſt a- 


way: All Things in him are become New.. And as a new- 


| born Babe he gladly receives the (adolon) fincere Milk. of 


the Word, and grows thereby: Going on in the Might of 
the Lord his GOD, from Faith to Faith, from Grace to 
Grace, until at length he come unto a perfect Man, unto. 


the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chrift. | 


1. That 


(6) 
from all ſervile Fear, from that Fear which hath Tor- 
ment, from Fear of Puniſhment, from Fear of the Wrath 
of Gop ; whom they now no longer regard as a ſevere 
Maſter, but as an iudulgent Father. They have not re- 
cei ved again the Spirit of Bondage; but the Spirit of 
Adoption, awhereby they cry, Abba, Father : The Spirit it- 
ſelf alſo bearing Witneſs with their Spirits, that they are 
the Children of GOD. They are alſo ſaved from the 


Fear, though not from the Poſſibility, of falling away 


from the Grace of Gop, and coming ſhort of the great 


and precious Promiſes : They are ſealed avith the Holy 
Spirit of Promiſe, wvhich is the Earneſt of their Inheritance. 
(Eph. i. 13.) Thus have they Peace with GOD through . 
our Lord FESUS CHRIST. They rejoice in hope of the . 


Glery of GOD. And the Love of GOD is ſbed abroad 
in their Hearts, 2 the Holy Ghoſt, which is given 


unto them. And hereby they are perſuaded (tho perhaps 


not at all Times, nor with the ſame Fulneſs of Per- 
ſuaſion) that neither Death nor Life, nor Things preſent, 
nor Things ta come, nor Heighthnor Depth, nor any other 
Creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate them from the Lowe o 


GOD, which is in CHRIST FESUS our Lord. . 


5 . Again, through this Faith they are ſaved from the 
Power of Sin, as well as from the Guilt of it. Indeed he 


Infection of Nature doth remain for a Time : which hath in 
_ utjelf the Nature of Sin. For it is @ coming ſhort of tbe 
_ Glry of GOD. And St. John accordingly declares, not 


only, That if a Man ſay he hath not finned, he maketh GOD 
a Liar; but alſo, F we ſay aue have no Sin now remain- 
ing, we deceive ourſelves. Many Infirmities likewiſe do 


remain, whereby we are daily ſubject to what are called 
Sins of Infirmity. And doubtleſs they are in ſome 


Senſe Sins, as being Tranſgreſſions of the perfect Law : 
And with regard to theſe, it may be ſaid of us, all our 
Lives, that in many Things we 2 all. But this not- 
withſtanding, the ſame Apoſtle declares, Te know that he 


avas manifeſted, to take awvay our Sins. And in bim is no din. 
N po ſocver abideth in him, finneth not. (Chap. iii. 5, &c.) 
Again, Little Children, let no Man deceive you.—He that 
|. committeth Sin, is of the Devil. -Whoſoever ns x 7s 
Ho born 
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born of GOD. — And whoſoever is born of GOD doth not ; 


commit Sin, for his Seed remaineth in him: And he cannot . © 


fin, becauſe he is born of GOD. Once more, We know | 
that wwhatſoover is born of GOD ſinneth not: But he that . 


is begotten of GOD, keeteth himſelf, and that wicked one 
toucheth him not, Chap. v. 18. | , 


6. He that is by Faith born of Gop, ſinneth not, 1. 
By any habitual Sin: For all habitual Sin, is Sin Reign- 
ing. But Sin cannot reign in any that believeth. - Nor, 
2. By any wilful Sin, for his Will, while he abideth in the 
Faith, is utterly ſet againſt all Sin, and abhorreth it as 
deadly Poiſon. Nor, 3. By any ſinful Deſire ; for he con- 
tinually deſireth the Holy and Perfect Will of Gop ; and 


any Tendency to an Unholy Deſire, he by the Grace of 
Soy ſtifleth in the Birth. Nor, 4. Doth he fin by Infir- - 
mities, whether in Act, Word or Thought. For his Infir- 


mities have no Concurrence of his Will; and without 
This they are not properly Sins. Thus, He that is born f 
GOD hath Sin in him, but doth not commit Sin. And tho? 


he cannot ſay, He hath not ſinned, yet now, he finneth not. 


7. This then is the Salvation which is through Faith, 


even in the preſent World: A Salvation from Sin, and 
the Conſequence of Sin, both often expreſs d in the Word 
 Fuftification ; which, taken in the largeſt Senſe, implies, 


A Deliverance from Guilt and Puniſhment, by the A- 


tonement of Cu is r actually applied to the Soul of the 


Sinner now believing on him, and a Deliverance from the 


whole Body of Sin through CHRIST gradually armed 


in his Heart. So that he who is thus juſtified or ſaved. 
by Faith, is indeed rn again. He is born again of tbe 


| Spirit unto a new Life, which is hid with Chrift in 


GOD. He is a new Creature : Old Things are paſt a- 
way: All Things in him are become New.. And as a new- 


born Babe he gladly receives the (adolon) fincere Milk. of 


| the Word, and grows thereby: Going on in the Might of 


the Lord his GOD, from Faith to Faith, from Grace to 


Grace, until at length he come unto a perfect Man, unto. 


the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt. 


III. The firſt uſual Objection to this is, 


I; That 


(8) 
1. That to preach Salvation or Juſtification by Faith 5 
only, is to preach againſt Holineſs and good Works. To 4 
which a ſhort Anſwer might be given: It would be fo, if | 
we ſpake, as ſome do, of a Faith which was ſeparate from | 
theſe. But we ſpeak of a Faith which is not ſo, but ne- 4 
ceſſarily productive of all good Works and all Holineſs. 
2. But it may be of Uſe to conſider it more at large: | 
Eſpecially ſince it is no new Objection, but as old as St. | 
Paul's Time; for even then it was asked, Do we not | 
make void the Law through Faith? We anſwer, firſt, all | 
who preach not Faith, do manifeſtly make void the Law ; 
either directly and groſly by Limitations and Comments, 
that eat out all the Spirit of the Text: Or indirectly, by 
not pointing out the only Means whereby it is poſſible to 
perform it. Whereas, ſecondly, Ve eſtabliſb the Law ; 
both by ſhewing its full Extent, and Spiritual Meaning : 
And by calling all to that living Way, whereby the Righ- 
teouſneſs of the Laau may be fulſilled in them . Theſe, while 
they truſt in the Blood of CHRIS alone, uſe all the Or- 
dinances which he hath appointed, do all the Good Works 


— —— — 2 2 — 
7 


- ewhich he had before prepared that they ſhould walk there- [ 
in, and enjoy and manifeſt all holy and —_— Tem- IE 
pers, even the ſame Mind that was in CHRIST FESUS 5 
our Lord. e 


3. But does not preaching this Faith lead Men into 
Pride? We anſwer, Accidentally it may. Therefore 
ought every Believer to be earneſtly cautioned, (in the 
Words of the Great Apoſtle) Becauſe. of Unbelief, the ; 
firſt Branches were broken of; and thou ſtandeſt by Faith. | 


Be not high-minded, but fear, If GOD ſpared not the 
natural Branches, take heed leſt he ſpare not thee. Be- | 
Zoll, therefore, the Goodneſs and Severity of GOD / On 1 
them which fell, Severity : But towards thee, Goodneſs : | 
If thau continue in his Goodneſs ; otherwiſe thou alſo ſhalt 
be cut off. And while he continues therein, he will re- 1 
member thoſe Words of St. Paul, foreſeeing and anſwer- | 
ing this very Objection, (Rom. iii. 24.) Where is boafling ” 
| then? It is excluded. By what Law? Of Works? 
May; but by the Law of Faith. If a Man were juſti- 
fied by his Works, he would have whereof to glory. But 


I there 


— 


(9) 


there is no glorying for him, that wworketh not, but het 
lieweth on him that juſtiſieth the Ungodly. (Rom. iv.) To 
the ſame Effect are the Words both preceding and fol- 


lowing the Text, (Epb. ii. 4. &c.) GOD abo is rich 
in Mercy, —even whenwe are dead in Sins, hath quicken'd 


Us together with CHRIST (by Grace ye are ſaved)— 
that he might ſhew the exceeding Riches of his Grace, in 


His Kindneſs to us through CHRIST F ESUS. For by 


Grace ye are ſaved through Faith: And that not of your- 


ſelves. Of yourſelves cometh neither your Faith nor 


your Salvation. It is the Gift of GOD ; the free, un- 


deſerved Gift, the Faith through which ye are ſaved, 


as well as the Salvation, which he of his own good 
Pleaſure, his mere Favour, annexes thereto. That ye 
believe, is one Inſtance of his Grace ; that believing ye 


are ſaved, another. Not of Works, left any Men fhould 


Bt. For all our Works, all our Righteouſneſs, which 


were before our Believing, merited nothing of Gop but 


Condemnation. So far were they from deſerving Faith; 


Which therefore, whenever given, is not ef Works. 
Neither is Salvation of the Works we do when we be-_ 


lieve. For i, then GOD that worketh in uc. And 
therefore, that he giveth us a Reward for what he him- 
felt worketh, only commendeth the Riches of his Mer- 
Cy, but leaveth us nothing whereof to glory. = 
4. However, may not the ſpeaking thus of the Mercy 
of Gop, as ſaving or juſtifying freely by Faith only, en- 
courage Men in Sin? Indeed it may and will; many c 
continue in Sin that Grace may cbound, But their Blood 
is upon their own Head. The Goodneſs of Gop ought 
to lead them to Repentance ; and ſo it will thoſe who are 
fincere of Heart, When they know there is yet Forgive- 
neſs with him, they will cry aloud that he would blot out 


their Sins alſo, through Faith which is in fes us. And if 


they earneſtly cry, and faint not, if they ſeek him in all 
the Means he hath appointed, if they refuſe. to be com- 
forted till he come, he will come and will not tarry. And 
he can do much Work in a ſhort Time. Many are the 
Examples in the Acts of the Apoſtles, of Gop's ſhedding 
abroad this Faith in Men's Hearts, even like Lightning 
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falling from Heaven. So in the ſame Hour that Paul 
and Silas began to preach, the Jailor repented, believed, 
and was baptized: As were three thouſand by St. Peter 
on the Day of Pentecoſt, who all repented and believed 
at his firſt Preaching. And bleſſed be Gop, there are 
now many living Proofs, that he is ſtill igt to ſave. 


5. Yet to the fame Truth, placed in another View, a 


quite contrary Objection is made: If a Man cannot be 
es faved by all that he can do, this will drive Men to De- 
s ſpair.” True, to deſpair of being ſaved by their own 
Works, their own Merits or Righteouſneſs. And fo it 
ought ; for none can truſt in the Merits of CHRIS r, till 
de has utterly renounced his own. He that goeth about 
to eflabliſh his own Righteouſneſs, cannot receive the 
Righteouſneſs of Gop. The Righteouſneſs which. is of 
Faith cannot be given him, while he truſteth in that 
which is of the Law. ; | TR 

6. But this, it is ſaid, is an uncomfortable Doctrine. 
The Devil ſpoke like himſelf, that is, without either 
Truth or Shame, when he dared to ſuggeſt to Men that 
it is ſuch. Tis the only comfortable one, tis very full 
of Comfort, to all ſelf-deſtroy*d, ſelf-condemn'd Sinners. 
That avho/oewer believeth on him ſhall not be aſhamed : 


That the ſame Lord over all is rich unto all that call up- 


on him: Here is Comfort, high as Heaven, ſtronger than 


Death! What! Mercy for all? For Zaccheus, a publick 


Robberj? For Mary Magdalene, a common Harlot ? Me- 
thinks I hear one ſay, Then I, even I, may hope for 
Mercy! And ſo thou may'ſt, thou afflicted one, whom 
none hath comforted ! God hath not caſt out thy Prayer. 
Nay, perhaps he may ſay the next Hour, Be of good 
cheer, thy Sins are forgiven thee ; ſo forgiven that they 

reign over thee no more; yea, and that the Holy 


Spirit ſhall bear witneſs with thy Spirit, that thou art a 


Child of GOD. O glad Tidings ! Tidings of great Joy, 
which are ſent unto all People. Ho, every one that thir/t- 
eth, come ye to the Waters: Come ye and buy without Mo- 


zey, and without Price. Whatſoever your Sins be, though 
red, like Crimſon, though more than the Hairs of your 


Head: Return ye unts the Lord, and he wwill haue Mercy 


upon 
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wpon you's and to our God, for be will abundanth 


pardon. 9 0 
7. When no more Objections occur, then we are 


fimply told, That Juſtification by Faith only, ought not to 
be preached as the firſt Doctrine, or at leaſt not to be 


reached at All. But what faith the Holy Ghoſt? Other 


Foundation can no Man lay, than that which is laid, even 


FESUS CHRIST. So then, That whoſoever believeth on 


| him ſhall be ſaved, is and muſt be the Foundation of all 
our Preaching ; that is, muſt be preached firſt. © Well, 


but not to all.“ To whom then are we not to preach it? 
Whom ſhall we except? The Poor? Nay, they have a 
peculiar Right to have the Goſpel preached unto them. 
The Unlearned? No. Gow hath revealed theſe Things 
unto unlearned and ignorant Men from the Beginning. 


The Yoang? By no means. Safer theſe in any wile, to 


come unto CHRIST, and forbid them not. The Sinners? 
Leaſt of all. He came not to call the Righteous, but Sin- 


ners to Repentance. Why then, if any, we are to except 
the Rich, the Learned, the Reputable, the Moral Men. 


And *tis true, they too often except themſelves from 
hearing ; yet we muſt ſpeak the Words of our Lord. 


For thus the Tenor of our Commiſſion runs, Go and 


preach the Goſpel to every Creature. If any Man wreſt it 


or any Part of it to his Deſtruction, he muſt bear his 
own Burden. But ſtill, as che Lord liwetb, whatſoever 


the Lord ſaith unto us, That we will Jpeak. | | 

8. At this Time more eſpecially will we ſpeak, 'That 
by Grace ye are ſaved thro' Faith : Becauſe never was the 
maintaining this Doctrine more ſeaſonable than it is at 
this Day. Nothing but this can effectually prevent the 
Increaſe of the Romiſb Deluſion among us. Tis end- 


leſs to attack one by one, all the Errors of that A poſtate 


Church. But Salvation by Faith ſtrikes at the Root, 
and all fall at once where this is eſtabliſned. It was this 


Doctrine (which our Church juſtly calls he ſtrong Rock 


and Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion) that firſt drove 


Popery out of theſe Kingdoms, and *tis this alone can 


keep it out. Nothing but this can give a Check to that 1 
Immorality, which hath over/bread our Land as a Flood, |} 


Can 


— 
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e a Drop by Drop ? Then 3 
reform us, by Diſſt m particular — But let "a Y 
Teouſneſe which is of GOD 9 "Faith be brought in, and ſo ſtall its — EB Be 
3 be ſtay d. Nothing but this can ſtop the Mouths, of thoſe 1H - 
o glory in their Shame, and openly deny the Lord that bought them. : 
They can talk as ſublimely of. the Law, as he that hath it written by 
© God in his Heart. To hear them ſpeak on this Head,” might incline 
- one to think, they were not far from the Kingdom of God, But take 
them out of the Law into the Goſpel z begin with the Righteouſneſs 
of Faith, with CHRIST, the End of the Law to every one that believ- 
eth: And thoſe who but now appeared almoſt, if not altogether 5 
* Chriſtians, ſtand confeſt the Sons of Perdition; as far from Life and Io 
Salvation (Goo be merciful unto them * as the Depth of Hell __ 5 
the. Heighth of Heaven. | f | 
For this Reaſon the Adverſary ſo rages, 8 Salvation by 4 
' Faith i is declared to the World. For this Reaſon did he ſtir up 
and Hell, to deſtroy thoſe who firſt preached it. And for the ſame 2 
' Reaſon, knowing that Faith alone could overturn the Foundations of [ 
bis Kingdom, did he call forth all his Forces, and employ all his Arts 7 
of Lies and Calumny, to affright that glorious Champion of the Lord of |} 
- Hoſts, Martin Luther, from reviving it. Nor can we wonder thereat ; 
for as that Man of Gov obſerves, How <vould it enrage a proud firong = 
Man arm d, to be fopt and ſet at nought by a little Child, coming e | 
Bim quith a "Reed in bis Hand ? Eſpecially when he knew that little {4 
Child would ſurely overthrow-him, and tread him under Foot. Even & 
- fo, Lord FESU ! Thus hath thy Strength been ever made perfect in 3 
Weakneſs | Go forth then, 2 little Child, that believeſt in him, 
and bis Rigbe- band ſhall teach thee terrible Thin ngs Though thou art 
| helpleſs 2 as an Infant of Days, the firong Man ſhall not be 
2211 to ſtand before thee. Thou ſhalt prevail over him; and ſubdue 
him, and overthrow him, and trample him under thy Feet. Thou 
. ſhalt march on under the great Captain of thy Salvation, conquering and 
to conquer, until all thine Enemies are Kren, and Death is fea * 


ed . | 
| be to Gop which giveth us the Victory through our 


5 Lord Jxsus Cun 1s r, to whom with the Father and the Holy GhoR, 


be Blefling and Glory, and Wiſdom, and Thankſgiving, and Honour, 
- And n and * for ever * ever. Annen. 


